
Transforming the care of individuals with 
Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders
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Dear friends,

After 11 years of researching, planning, collaborating and dreaming about a 
truly person-centered, evidence-based memory-care community, the dream 
became a reality in 2015. Abe’s Garden opened in September, welcoming its 
first residents and embarking on a journey to provide a new standard of care 
for those with Alzheimer’s and related dementias. 

Today, 43 residents call Abe’s Garden home and six individuals are participating 
in the day/evening care program. These residents and program participants are 
experiencing the benefits of living engaged, purposeful lives.

Here’s a look back at this year’s exciting accomplishments: 

In the first quarter of 2015, Abe’s Garden opened its wait list. Key management 
positions were filled in the areas of professional education and training and 
music and art therapy. Care partners joined the team, and comprehensive 
training sessions began and continued throughout the year.

In the summer, Abe’s Garden partnered with The Hearthstone Institute to 
implement the I’m Still Here™ approach. Hearthstone’s founder Dr. John Zeisel 
was nominated to the Abe’s Garden board of directors.

Anticipation grew in September as construction crews put the final touches on 
the building, courtyard gardens were planted, and a series of events provided a 
preview of the community’s amenities and services. Staff began assessments of 
potential residents, and finally, on September 21, Abe’s Garden opened its doors. 

Abe’s Garden couldn’t have become a reality without the generous support of 
so many. In 2016, we will continue to work toward our goal to be the most 
innovative Alzheimer’s care community in the nation, disseminating best practices 
to care communities, families and individuals.

With gratitude and great hope for the future, I sincerely remain,

 
 
Michael D. Shmerling 
Founder and Chairman of the Boardw w w . a b e s g a r d e n . o r g

 

When Abe’s Garden Became a Reality
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Abe’s Garden seeks to establish 

a model of residential and day/

evening care programs for  

those with Alzheimer’s disease. 

The goal is to transform care 

for those with Alzheimer’s and 

related dementias throughout 

the United States by providing 

an unprecedented level of 

care for individuals diagnosed 

with these disorders. Equally 

important, it is a site of research 

and teaching, setting a new 

standard for other programs and 

residential communities devoted 

to caring for our nation’s rapidly  

expanding senior population.

A Letter from the Founder and Chairman of the Board
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“�Abe’s Garden is  
a treasure and all  
involved should  
be proud.”
 Chuck Edwards 
 MEMORY CENTER CHARLOTTE

“�The effort that went 
(and continues to go) 
into the residential 
experiences… 
is so impressive.” 

 Ted Lenz
 ATTORNEY
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“�The mission and model 
upon which Abe’s Garden 
has been designed is one  
of incredible perception, 
time, effort and dedication.”

 Luci and Kenneth Kraft 
 THE SOL STERN AND ROSE STERN  
 CHARITABLE TRUST
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Academy 
of Country 

Music • Ms. Ruth 
Alexander • Alexian 
Village Foundation 

Amazon Smile Foundation  
Mr. & Mrs. JJ Amsel • Mr. & Mrs. George Anderson  

Mr. Edwin Anderson, Jr. • Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Andrews  
Ms. Liz Arnold • Mr. Michael Arthur • Dr. Jordan Asher & Ms. 
Jody Mattison • The Atticus Trust • Avenue Bank • Mr. & Mrs. 

James W. Ayers, Advised Fund of The Community Foundation 
of Middle Tennessee • Ms. Mary Bandy • Mr. & Mrs. David 
Bartholomew • Mr. & Mrs. Sam Bartholomew, Jr. • Beasley 
Family Foundation • Ms. Betty Bellamy • Mr. & Mrs. Jerry 

Bellar • Ms. Donna Best • Betty & Bernard Werthan 
Foundation • Ms. Marilyn Blake • Ms. Lucy Bond 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Booker • Mr. & Mrs. Peter 

Bouharoun • Mr. & Mrs. Jay Bowen • Ms. Sarah Boyce  
Mr. Robert Brandt • Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Brantley • Ms. 

Stephanie Brooks • Mr. Christopher Brown • Mr. Mark Brown  
Mr. U. Grant Browning • Buhl Family Advised Fund of The 
Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee • Ms. Jean 

Byassee • Ms. Patricia Campbell • Miss Teresa Carter 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Chazen • Mr. Denty Cheatham • Mr.  

James Cheek • Ms. Bonnie Chen • Mr. Harvey  
Chestman • Ms. Renee Chevalier 

Anita Kirby & William 
Sherrard Cochran 

Foundation ExigerCares 
Facility Planners • Mr. & 

Mrs. James Fesmire 
First Tennessee Foundation 

Ms. Tracy Fishbein • Mr. & Mrs. 
James Fishel • Mr. Charles Flood 

 Mr. Kevin Flotho • Mr. Henry Foster 
Mr. Gilbert Fox • Mr. & Mrs. Henry 

Foyer • Mr. Rick Fuqua • Garden Club of 
Nashville • Mr. & Mrs. Paul Geisen  

Mr. Lew Gerber & Ms. Sandy Cohn • Mr. 
Douglas M. Ghertner • Mr. Em J. 
Ghianni • Ms. Krysta Giacobone 

Mr. & Mrs. Harris Norman Gilbert • Mr. 
Harris A. Gilbert • Mr. Lou Ginsberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Gil Given 
Mr. & Mrs. James Goggan  

Ms. Linda Green 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark 
Cohen • Mr. & Mrs. Bill Cook  

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Cook, III • Ms. Betty 
Cook • William Cooper • Ms. Marlyce 

Corbin • Mr. George Crawford • Ms. Cheryl 
Crosby • Ms. Elizabeth Curley • Mr. Joe 

Cuzzone • Ms. Phoebe Dail • Mr. & Mrs. Albert 
Dale, III • The Danner Foundation • Ms. Brittany 
Dasher • Ms. Deborah Davies • Ms. Kellie Davies 
Delek Fund for Hope • Mr. David Diaz-Barrigh

 Ms. Elaine Dickson • Mr. Robert S. Doochi • Ms. Dee 
Doochin • Ms. Colleen Dowd • Ms. Deborah Doyle 

Ms. Lisa Doyle • Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Dugas, Sr. 
 Dugas Family Foundation • Dr. Winfield Dunn • DVL 

Seigenthaler • The Eden Foundation • Egret Consulting 
Group • Mr. Robert Eisenstein • Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Elcan  

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Elz • EMMA • Environmental 
Abatement Inc. • Mr. & Mrs. William Eskind 

Mrs. Annette S. Eskind • The Jane & Richard 
Eskind Family Foundation • The Jeffrey & 

Donna Eskind Family Foundation 
 The Steven & Laurie Eskind Family 

Foundation • Mr. Jeffrey W. 
Etkind • Mr. Lawrence  

J. Evans

Thank You for your
Contributions

Contributors to Abe’s Garden  
February 1, 2015 – January 31, 2016
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Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Greenbaum • Ms. 
Shirley Greenberg • Mr. Steven Greil 
Mrs. Arnold Haber, Jr. • Mr. Robert 

Hamilton • Mr. & Mrs. William Hance 
Ms. Susan Harashe • Mr. Jeffrey 
Harris • Mr. & Mrs. Sam Harwell 

 The HCA Foundation • Dr. & Mrs. 
Steve Hecklin • Mr. & Mrs. J. Harold 

Helderman • Sen. Doug Henry  
Mr. Herb Hirsch-Leiman & Mr. John 
Hirsch-Leiman • Mr. & Mrs. Doug 
Hirt • Ms. Angela Howington • 
Hubbell Lighting • Mr. Jeffrey 
Humble • Ms. Laetita Hunter

Ms. Roberta Ida • Image Works 
Ingram Entertainment Inc. 

Ms. Jennifer Ives

Jackson 
National Community 
Fund • Mr. & Mrs. Hal 

Jacobson • Mr. & Mrs. John 
Jacobson • Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Jacobson • Mr. & Mrs. Mark 
Jankowski • Mr. Bradley Johnson 
Dr. & Mrs. Herman Kaplan • Mr. 
& Mrs. Seth Karp • Ms. Laurie V. 
Kerhoulas-Brown • Ms. Teresa 

Kersey • Ms. Florence Ann 
Ketelsen • Ms. Lauren Kilgore 

Mr. & Mrs. Kimbrough  
Ms. Beth Kindig 

Mr. & Mrs. James 
Marks • Mr. William 

Martin • Mr. & Mrs. Jeff 
Mathis • Mr. Leon May 

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Mayden • Mr. Robert P. Maynard 
Denise & Michael McBride • Ms. Mary Ann McCready  
& Mr. Roy Wunsch • Mr. & Mrs. Robert McKown • Ms. 

Jonula McNair • Ms. Sheila McNeely • Mr. & Mrs. J. Henry 
Menge, Jr. • Ms. Elizabeth Merritt • Mr. & Mrs. Jack Miller 
Mr. John Miller • Mr. Michael Milon • Dr. & Mrs. F. Michael 

Minch • Mr. & Mrs. E. Bruce Mitchell • Mobile Giving 
Foundation • Mr. & Mrs. Paul Moore • Ms. Ellen More  
Mr. Stan Moress • Ms. Constance Mosesman • Mr. &  

Mrs. Scott Moskovitz • Mrs. Patrick H. Murphy 
 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Napier • Ms. Gretchen Napier 

 Nashville Food Project • Nashville HealthCare Council 
Ms. Norma Neaderthal • Ms. April Nemer • Nissan North 
America, Inc. • Mr. Robert Oermann & Ms. Mary Bufwack 

 Mr. & Mrs. Russell Oldfield • Mr. Karl Olsen • Mr. & Mrs. Sam 
Orlando • Mr. & Mrs. Jay Orr • Ms. Kristyn Osborn Poa  

 Ms. Alison Otto & Ms. Heather Otto • Mr. Thomas Ozburn 
 Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Pailet • Mr. Bill Parsons • Ms.  

Beverly Patnaik • Mr. & Mrs. Moises Paz • Mr. &  
Mrs. Russell Pellett • Dr. & Mrs. Stewart  

Perlman • Mollie &  
Bobby Perry 

Ms. Kelly  
Pestka

Mr. & Mrs. 
Kenneth King • Dr. & 
Mrs. Howard Kirshner 

Ms. Ellen Knisley • Mr. & Mrs. 
Lee Kraft • Mr. & Mrs. Ted Krick 

Mr. Edward Kriel, Jr. • Mrs. Heloise 
Werthan Kuhn • Ms. Amy Kurland  
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lapidus • Ms. Gail 

Lavely • Ms. Ellen Lehman • Mr. & Mrs. 
Theodore Lenz • Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence 

Levine • Ms. Sally M. Levine • Mr. & 
Mrs. David Levy • Mr. Robert Lipman 

Lithko Contracting, Inc. • Mr. Erik 
Logan • Ms. Susan Logan • Lovell 

Communications, Inc. • Ms. 
Paula Lovell • Mr. & Mrs. 
Allan Mandell • Mr. Joe 

Mansfield

Mr. & Mrs. James 
Phillips • Mr. & Mrs. J. Fred 

Pilkerton, Jr. • Plough Foundation  
Mr. & Mrs. David Posch • Dr. James 

Powers & Ms. Martha E. Wetteman • Mr. 
Joseph Presley • Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pressman

Ms. Sarah Prince • Mr. Frederick Puckett • Mr. Bill 
Purcell & Ms. Debbie Miller • Ms. Jan Ramsey 

 Ms. Joan Raskin • Mr. & Mrs. Colin Reed • Mr. Barney 
Regen • Richard Katzoff Fund • Mr. Sherod Robertson 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Rocamora • Mr. Leon Rocamora • Mr. 
& Mrs. Tom Rodgers • Mr. C.W. Rorrer & Ms. Hermene 
Rocamora • Dr. & Mrs. Howard Rosen • Mr. & Mrs. A. 

Michael Rosen • Mr. & Mrs. Edward Russell • Mr. & Mrs. 
Joseph Russell • Mr. & Mrs. Howard Safer • Sage Age 
Strategies • Ms. Karen Sanborn • Mr. Rudy Saperstein 

 Mr. Richard Schwan • Ms. Charlotte Seloff • Dr. & 
Mrs. Jim Shmerling • Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shmerling 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Shmerling • Mr. & Mrs. Martin 
Simmons • Mr. Steve Sirls • Ms. Christy 

Sluder • Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Small • Mr. & Mrs. 
Stephen Small • Ms. Amy Smith  

Ms. Dea Smith • Dr. & Mrs. 
Robert Snyder • Ms. 

Bonnie Spear
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Lisle Parham Wealth Management,  
UBS Financial Services, Inc. • W.L. 
Lyons Brown Foundation • Mr. & 

Mrs. Jerry Walker • Ms. Lynn Walker 
Ms. Mary Walker • Mr. & Mrs. Adam 

Wayne • Dr. & Mrs. Howard Weil
Mr. Dan West • Western Florida 

Lighting • Ms. Anne Westfall • Mr. 
Mitchell White • Mr. & Mrs. Wilby 
Whitt • Mr. & Mrs. Ridley Wills, II  

Ms. Arlene Wilson • Ms. Judith Wolf 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wolfe • Mr. & 
Mrs. Bob Woolf • Nilufer Yalman 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Young • Mr. Kyle 

Young • Ms. Peggy Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Zabaski 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Zander

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce  
Zeitlin • Ms. Shirley  

A. Zeitlin • The Zimmerman  
Family • Mr. Bob Zumbrunn  

IN MEMORY OF CHARLES ALPERT:  
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Rosenblum  

IN HONOR OF SAM BARTHOLOMEW, JR.:  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Campbell • Mr. & Mrs. Jim 

Lackey • Mr. Clayton McWhorter • Mr. Ronald 
Samuels • Mr. & Mrs. Martin Simmons  

Mr. Byron Smith • Mr. Sam Bartholomew, III 
IN HONOR OF FRANK BATEMAN: Mr. Tom 
Frye IN HONOR OF THE 60TH BIRTHDAY 
OF DR. BRUCE BEYER: Dr. & Mrs. Howard 

Rosenblum IN MEMORY OF MARY  
C. BIGGERS: Mr. & Mrs. Tom Ellis  

IN HONOR OF ADAM &  
SOFIA BIRDWELL:  

Mr. & Mrs. Moises Paz

IN HONOR OF JIMMY  
& BERNITA BROWN:  
Mr. & Mrs. Moises Paz

 IN MEMORY OF  
WILLIAM R. BROWN:  

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Peugeot  
IN HONOR OF  

HELEN BURNETT:  
Dr. & Mrs. David  

Barton 

Ms. Nan Speller 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Speyer 

 Mr. & Mrs. James Spradley, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Steakley • Mr. & Mrs.  

Lee Stewart • Mr. & Mrs. Alvin  
Stillman • Mr. & Mrs. Howard  
Stringer • Ms. Dana Strupp 

SunTrust Foundation • Dr. & Mrs. Craig 
Sussman • T & T Family Foundation 

Mr. Greg Taylor • The Shayne 
Foundation • The Sol Stern and  

Rose Stern Charitable Trust
Mr. Robert Thomas • Mr. & Mrs. 

Sy Trachtman • Mr. & Mrs. Byron 
Trauger • Mr. & Mrs. L. 

Farrell Tyler, Jr. 

IN HONOR OF CELIA  
JOSEPHINE BROOK: Dr. & Mrs. 

Kenneth Anchor • Mr. & Mrs. Morris 
Brook • Mr. & Mrs. David Fox 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Friedman • Dr. 
& Mrs. Joel Gluck • Dr. & Mrs. 
Kenneth Jacobs • Ms. Andrea 

Jacobs • Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lapidus 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lefkovitz 

Ms. Mary Loventhal Jones • Ms. 
Jennifer Louis • Mr. Robert Nemer 
Mollie & Bobby Perry • Mr. & Mrs. 

Irvin Small • Mr. & Mrs. Larry 
Speller • Mr. & Mrs.  

Adam Wayne

IN MEMORY OF 
MR. GARCIA:  

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Okuneff 
IN MEMORY OF  
ART GARSON:  

Mr. & Mrs. Moises Paz 
IN MEMORY OF  
ALVEN & JEAN 

GHERTNER: Mr. &  
Mrs. Frank Ghertner
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Jackson National  
Day of Service

IN MEMORY 
OF JOSEPH 

ANTHONY GALANTE: 
Avenue Bank • Mr. Rob 
Beckham • Mr. Robert 

Bergstrom • BMG • Mr. Mark Bright • Mr. Allen 
Brown • Ms. Regina Carey • Mr. Michael Craft • Susan  
and Robert Deaton Family Foundation • Digital Relab 

Ms. Patricia Dubowski • Mr. W. Brownlee Ferguson 
Mr. Larry Fitzgerald • Mr. & Mrs. Joe Galante • Ms. Emily  
Gallo • Mr. Vince Gill & Ms. Amy Grant • Ms. Lisa Harless 
 Mr. Clint Higham & Mr. Matt Higham • Mr. Wade Hunt 

Mr. Richard Ivester • Mr. & Mrs. Alan Jackson • Mr.  
Joseph Kelly • Ms. Marion Kraft • Leadership Music 

Mr. Jon Loba • Ms. Ebie McFarland • Mr. Mike McGuire 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris McMurtry • Ms. Regine Messerli

 Nashville Convention & Vistors Corp • Ms. Christine 
Netti • Mr. Gary Overton • Mr. & Mrs. Brad Paisley  

Ms. Ronna Rubin • Ryman Hospitality Properties • Mr.  
Ronald Samuels • Mr. & Mrs. Don Schlitz • Mr. & Mrs.  

Michael Shmerling • Mr. Bill Simmons • Mr. & Mrs. Robert  
Simon • Mr. Mark Smith • Sony Music Nashville • Ms. Jana  

Talbot • Ms. Judith Turner • Ms. Carrie Underwood 
Ms. Sandra Jo Vandergriff • Mr. & Mrs. Robert  

Warnke • Mr. & Mrs. Joe West 
Mr. Damon Whiteside 

Ms. Jean Williams 

 
IN MEMORY OF SARAH 

CAMPBELL: Ms. Adrienne Ames  
Ms. Pamela Brown • Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert 
Chilton • Mr. Mark Hubbard • Ms. Terry 

Minnen • Ms. Sheila Sferrella • Ms. Fran Wyner 
IN MEMORY OF ZENA CARRON: Dr. & Mrs. Robert 

Shmerling IN MEMORY OF BILL CARTER: Dr. & Mrs. 
Bruce Hirsch IN MEMORY OF BRENDA CHANDLER: 

Mr. Steven Greil IN MEMORY OF HAZEL CHAPMAN: Ms. 
Diane Deters IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM S. COCHRAN: 
Mr. James Beckner • Mr. J. Williams Blevins • Mr. & Mrs. 

Seawell Brandau • Mr. Steven Greil • Mr. Harry Nichol, Jr.  
Ms. Catherine Turner IN MEMORY OF PAUL COHN:  

Mr. Steven Greil IN HONOR OF DR. & MRS. DAVID CUTTS: 
Dr. & Mrs. James Daniell IN HONOR OF MR. & MRS. ROY 

DICKINSON: Dr. & Mrs. James Daniell  
IN MEMORY OF GERRY DOOCHIN: Mr. Steven Greil 

IN MEMORY OF J.D. ELLIOTT: Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Shmerling IN HONOR OF MR. & MRS. BUZZ 
EVANS: Dr. & Mrs. James Daniell IN HONOR  

OF MARY JANE & CHARLES EVERS:  
Ms. Mary Frances Evers IN HONOR OF 

JAMES FESMIRE: Mr. &  
Mrs. Moises Paz 

IN MEMORY OF 
MARIAN FRITCH: 

Mr. & Mrs. Herb Fritch 
IN MEMORY OF  

ELINOR FULDAUER: 
Mr. Lawrence 

Fuldauer

IN MEMORY OF PAM WILLIAMS KUHN: 
Mr. Steven Greil IN MEMORY OF  

ALBERT W. LENZ: Mr. & Mrs. 
Theodore Lenz IN MEMORY OF  
KRISTIN LEVERING’S MOTHER: 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shmerling IN 

MEMORY OF DANIEL JOHN LIFF: 
Ms. Jan Liff IN MEMORY OF  

SIGMUND LITOFF: Ms. Marilyn W. 
Litoff IN MEMORY OF ANGELE 

LOWI: Mr. Steven Greil IN HONOR 
OF JOHN W. MACK: Mr. & Mrs. Joe 
Cook, III • Mr. & Mrs. Joe Cook, Jr. 
IN HONOR OF DR. & MRS. JAMES 
MADDEN: Dr. & Mrs. James Daniell 

IN HONOR OF KAREN  
MCCARTY: Mr. & Mrs.  

Charles McCarty 

IN MEMORY OF 
ELEANOR GOODMAN:  

Dr. & Mrs. David Barton  • Mr. & Mrs. 
Brian Biesman • Mr. W.E. Gene Boggs 

Ms. Jonnie Lou Burdeshaw • Mr. David Burn 
Mr. & Mrs. David Calhoon • Ms. Madeline Garr 

Dr. & Mrs. Fred Goldner • Mr. Steven Greil • Mr. & 
Mrs. Wayne Halper • Ms. Pamela Harrison • Mr. &  
Mrs. Larry Hyatt • Mr. Joseph Ingle • Ms. Frances 

Kaminitz • Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Lefkowitz • Ms. Suzanne 
Leibee • Ms. Sally M. Levine • Mr. & Mrs. Joe Mahoney 
 Nashville Surgical Associates, PLLC • Ms. Judith Saks  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schlein • Dr. & Mrs. Robert Stein 
Tennessee Primary Care Association • Mr. Michael Woods  

Mr. Chuck Yezbak IN HONOR OF STEVEN GREIL:  
Ms. Janet Schneider IN MEMORY OF LEE GRYLL:  

Mr. Michael Gryll IN MEMORY OF FRANCIS GUESS:  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shmerling IN HONOR OF MR.  
CECIL HALL DYER: Mr. Barry Dyer IN HONOR OF  

EILEEN HANDLER’S 90TH BIRTHDAY: Dr. &  
Mrs. Raymond Isenburg IN MEMORY OF  
RITA DEE HASSENFELD: Mr. Steven Greil  

IN MEMORY OF IRENE HAWKINS: Mr.  
& Mrs. Gary Hawkins IN MEMORY 

OF JAMES HEFNER:  
Mr. Steven Greil

IN MEMORY OF DR. 
STUART HODASH:  

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Okuneff  
IN MEMORY OF ROY TERRELL 
HENDERSON: Ms. Ethel Hollis 

IN MEMORY OF BETTYE ELLIOTT 
JACKSON GARTRELL: Mr. & Mrs. 
Pat Denton, Jr. IN MEMORY OF 

KEN KARKAU: Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Peugeot IN MEMORY OF  

MARSHALL KARR: Mr. Steven 
Greil IN MEMORY OF  

LURA NOTGRASS KNOX: 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert  

Frist

Photo by 
Stacey Nickens
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*deceased

Every attempt was made 
to ensure the accuracy  
of the information. 

We apologize for any 
omissions or errors.
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IN MEMORY OF PAM WILLIAMS KUHN: 
Mr. Steven Greil IN MEMORY OF  

ALBERT W. LENZ: Mr. & Mrs. 
Theodore Lenz IN MEMORY OF  
KRISTIN LEVERING’S MOTHER: 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shmerling IN 

MEMORY OF DANIEL JOHN LIFF: 
Ms. Jan Liff IN MEMORY OF  

SIGMUND LITOFF: Ms. Marilyn W. 
Litoff IN MEMORY OF ANGELE 

LOWI: Mr. Steven Greil IN HONOR 
OF JOHN W. MACK: Mr. & Mrs. Joe 
Cook, III • Mr. & Mrs. Joe Cook, Jr. 
IN HONOR OF DR. & MRS. JAMES 
MADDEN: Dr. & Mrs. James Daniell 

IN HONOR OF KAREN  
MCCARTY: Mr. & Mrs.  

Charles McCarty 

IN MEMORY OF  
JEANNE PILKERTON:  

Mr. & Mrs. J. Fred Pilkerton  
IN MEMORY OF PHIL PLANT:  
Mr. Dave Anderson • Mr. Gary 

Campbell • Foundations Recovery 
Network, LLC • Ms. Ann Gorman • Ms. 

Angela Jolly • Mr. & Mrs. Dan Jones • Mr.  
& Mrs. Dan Jordan • Pilkerton Realtors  
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Romane • Mr. & Mrs. 
James Sharpe • Mr. Keith Swift • Mr. 

& Mrs. Jim Terrell • United Steel 
Workers 191197 IN MEMORY OF 

EDWIN RASKIN: Mr. Steven 
Greil IN HONOR OF ELINOR 

SAPERSTEIN*: Mr. & Mrs. 
Irwin Hodes
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IN MEMORY OF 

ABRAM C. SHMERLING:  
Mr. Lyons Heyman • Mr. Robert 

Prince • Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Purser, Jr.  
 Dr. & Mrs. Robert Shmerling IN HONOR OF 

LISA & MICHAEL SHMERLING: Dr. & Mrs. Robert 
Shmerling IN HONOR OF LISA SHMERLING’S 

BIRTHDAY: Mr. & Mrs. Mark Cohen IN HONOR OF  
MICHAEL SHMERLING: Col. & Mrs. O.J. Milano • Mr. & 

Mrs. Robert Moses • Ms. Cathy Cate Sullivan IN HONOR 
OF MICHAEL SHMERLING’S 60TH BIRTHDAY: Dr. & 

Mrs. Bruce Hirsch • Mr. & Mrs. James Marks • Mr. & Mrs. 
Moises Paz • Mr. & Mrs. Fred Yazdian IN HONOR OF THE 
SHMERLING FAMILY: Ms. Lauren Moskovitz IN MEMORY  

OF MIRIAM SOLOMON: Mr. Larry Jensen & Ms. Annie 
Solomon IN MEMORY OF BOB STEGALL: Ms. Lisa Harless 
IN HONOR OF DR. & MRS. CRAIG SUSSMAN: Dr. & Mrs. 

James Daniell IN MEMORY OF NANCY TURNER:  
Mr. Steven Greil IN MEMORY OF DAVID TWILLIGEAR: 

Mr. & Mrs. Moises Paz IN MEMORY OF DANIEL 
VETRANO: Mr. Christopher Brown IN MEMORY  

OF GRACIE WARD HALL: Mrs. Edith  
McBride Bass IN HONOR OF MOSHE  

& LIBBY WERTHAN:  
Mr. & Mrs. Moises  

Paz

IN MEMORY OF ALTA WHITAKER:  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jacobson  

IN MEMORY OF TOM WHITE’S 
MOTHER: Mr. & Mrs. Fred Yazdian  

IN MEMORY OF MILDRED WHITNEY: 
Mr. Damon Hininger IN MEMORY OF  
DALE WOMACK: Mr. Byron Smith  

IN HONOR OF ROY WUNSCH: Mr. & 
Mrs. Harlan Dodson, III • Mr. Eugene 
A. Dries • Ms. Jan Ramsey • Mr. & 

Mrs. Charles Robin • Mr. & Mrs. Steve 
Shapiro • Ms. Dea Smith IN HONOR 
OF BETH ZEITLIN: Mr. & Mrs. Perry 
Moskovitz IN HONOR OF SHIRLEY 

ZEITLIN’S BAT MITZVAH: Mr. & Mrs. 
Scott Moskovitz IN HONOR  

OF SHIRLEY ZEITLIN’S 
BIRTHDAY: Mr. & Mrs.  

Moises Paz

IN HONOR OF PHIL  
& DIKKIE SCHOGGEN:  

Ms. Susan Logan IN MEMORY OF 
SANDEE AND VIC SCHREIBER:  

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gold  
IN HONOR OF MR. & MRS. TONY 

SCOVILLE: Dr. & Mrs. James Daniell  
IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM SHARKEY: 

Mr. Christopher Brown  
IN MEMORY OF MARY RUTH 

SHELL: Mr. Steven Greil IN HONOR 
OF POLLY SHEPARD AND 

DAVID ROFFWARG:  
Mr. & Mrs. Moises Paz

IN MEMORY OF 
CECILE GINSBERG 
SCHLESINGER:Mr. & 

Mrs. Morris Brook • Mr. & 
Mrs. Mark Cohen • Mr. Lou 

Ginsberg • Ms. Jennifer Louis 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wolfe  

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Speller 
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT 

SCHNAKE: Mr. &  
Mrs. Paul  
Geisen

IN HONOR OF 
RICHARD MORIN’S*  

80TH BIRTHDAY:  
Ms. Cynthia Morin  

IN HONOR OF MRS. JEAN 
MORRIS: Order of the Eastern Star Centre Star Chapter 

No. 342 IN MEMORY OF LOUISE MORRISON:  
Ms. Elisabeth Morrison IN MEMORY OF DR. ROBERT MOSER:  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cameron • Mr. & Mrs. Michael Catalano • Ms. 

Bonnie Chen • Hendersonville Senior High School • Ms. Laurie V. 
Kerhoulas-Brown • Mr. & Mrs. Robert Moser • Ms. Juliet Moser • Ms. 
Joy Perez • Mr. & Mrs. David Peterson • Mr. Don Peterson • Ms. Mary 

Peterson • Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Queen • Ms. Dorothy Weaver • Mr. & Mrs. 
Blake Williams IN MEMORY OF MRS. LA VERNE NASH: Davidson 
County/Middle TN Past Matrons’ Assn Order of the Eastern Star  

IN MEMORY OF FLORENCE SACHS NEDZYUSKI:  
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Sachs IN HONOR OF SHIRLEY NEWSOM: 

Mr. Frank Newsom IN HONOR OF MR. & MRS. HARRY NICHOL: 
Dr. & Mrs. James Daniell IN MEMORY OF DONALD  

F. NIEBERGALL: Mr. & Mrs. Charles Shaylor IN MEMORY OF  
JOHN OLSEN: Mr. Karl Olsen IN MEMORY OF SHIRLEY VAN ORDEN: 

Dr. & Mrs. Craig Sussman IN MEMORY OF KAY OTTO: Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Foster • Mr. & Mrs. Mark Murphy • Mr. & Mrs. Robert Orton  

IN MEMORY OF FLORENCE PAGE: Mr. Steven Greil IN HONOR OF  
DOT PALMER: Ms. Kym Wambold IN MEMORY OF MADELINE 
PARGH: Mr. & Mrs. Scott Garfinkel IN HONOR OF JONATHAN 
COMPTON PERRY: Mr. & Mrs. Mark Cohen • Mr. & Mrs. Frank 

Friedman • Dr. & Mrs. Joel Gluck • Mr. & Mrs. Steven 
Lefkovitz • Mr. Robert Nemer 
IN MEMORY OF JIM PHIFER:  

Mr. Gary Chazen IN 
HONOR OF MR. & MRS. 

JOHN PHILLIPS: Dr. 
& Mrs. James 

Daniell
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When Beth Seigenthaler Courtney, president 
of Nashville-based public relations firm DVL 
Seigenthaler, first heard about Abe’s Garden from  
its chairman Michael Shmerling, she knew right  
away she wanted to be part of the effort to make  
Abe’s Garden a reality.

“His passion for helping those with Alzheimer’s disease 
and his vision for creating a new model of care for people 
with dementia were inspiring,” says Courtney.

Courtney and her team have been long-time supporters 
of Abe’s Garden, donating marketing and public relations 
time and talent, including development and design of this 
newsletter for the past six years. 

“We have been honored to work alongside Michael and 
his team since Abe’s Garden’s early years to help take the 
organization from an idea to a real, vibrant community with 
potential to change how care for those with dementia is 
approached across the U.S.,” says Courtney. “We look 
forward to seeing how what is learned at Abe’s Garden—
experiences, design, technology and programs—will 
transform how those with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
dementias are cared for and engaged nationwide.”

Founded in Nashville in 1972 as Seigenthaler Public 
Relations, the agency merged with another Nashville-
based firm, DVL Public Relations & Advertising, in early 
2015 and joined Finn Partners, a New York-based global 
public relations agency. Today, DVL Seigenthaler has local, 
national and global reach with 80 employees in Nashville 
and more than 500 colleagues around the world. 

Donor Spotlight:
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